
On Sunday, February 21st, the 2010 Peple Lecture drew its largest crowd 
in many years to hear renowned political analyst Dr. Larry Sabato. Sabato 
is the Director of the University of Virginia Center for Politics and holds 
the Robert Kent Gooch chair of Politics at UVa. He has written 20 books 
about numerous political topics, the most recent being The Year of 
Obama, published in 2009. His focus at the Peple Lecture was the 2010 
mid-term elections and the current state of politics in general.

President Linda Ventura welcomed the crowd to the event, and also 
noted that several members of the Peple family were in attendance, 
including Dr. and Mrs. Peple’s sons, Ned and Stephen. Linda introduced 
UR professor Dan Palazzolo to give the introduction for Dr. Sabato. As a 
graduate student at the University of Virginia, Palazzolo was one of           
Dr. Sabato’s teaching assistants and remains his friend. Palazzolo 
introduced him as “an outstanding teacher, scholar … and friend.”

In his red and blue attire, Sabato immediately announced that he 
was wearing UR colors, but also that he often wears red and blue 
together to avoid criticism from Democrats and Republicans. He 
complimented the crowd’s interest by saying, “People who come out on 
a Sunday afternoon generally have strong opinions.”

Sabato’s analysis of the current state of politics is that people are in 
a sour, angry mood partly because of the poor economy. With 
unemployment and underemployment at very high rates, people will be 
upset with whoever is in power because the temperament of society is 
affected.
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Larry Sabato Delights Peple Audience
Sabato explained that in America, the 

political system is built to support two parties, the 
Democrats and the Republicans, and that power 
basically alternates between the two. Despite the 
fluctuation of occasional smaller third parties, 
which Sabato acknowledged currently as the 
“Palin-ites” and “Paul-ites,” the power seems to 
stay with Democrats and Republicans. “We throw 
the bums out and get new bums in,” he explained. 

On the topic of President Barack Obama, Sabato noted that people 
believed he could “walk on water” in 2009 and now in 2010, the 
headline would read, “He can’t swim.” Sabato is surprised that people 
really believe that the president is single-handedly in charge of a           
$14 billion economy, and that they expect government to solve problems 
on a reasonable time table.

In 2000, Sabato said the two political parties were “tied,” as 
evidenced by the presidential election and others. With the political cycle 
of the “six-year itch,” in 2006, the big changes swept toward the 
Democrats with 2008 being one of the biggest Democratic years ever.  
Other than Franklin D. Roosevelt and Lyndon Johnson, Obama held the 
largest majority of the electorate in modern times at almost 53%. After 
his first year in office, however, Sabato claimed that Obama’s “honeymoon” 
was over partly because of the healthcare crisis and stimulus bill. Sabato 

Dr. Larry Sabato addresses a large crowd 
at the Jepson Alumni Center.
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Dear Friends,

The winter of 2010 has been one of the snowiest 

Richmond has experienced in many years. The snow 

was beautiful and gave many of us more time for 

reading. I hope you had an opportunity to utilize the 

resources of the Boatwright Memorial Library that 

include an extensive audio-visual library and recreational reading along 

with its research facilities—all available to you through your membership.

The promise of spring is in the air and that means it is time for the 

Friends of Boatwright Memorial Library’s annual meeting, which 

will be held in Keller Hall Reception Room on April 27 at 7:00 p.m.  
This year, along with the announcement of the slate of new Council 

members, there will be a few revisions to the bylaws requiring a vote by 

the membership. In preparation for the vote, the bylaws and the proposed 

changes are posted on the Friends’ website, http://library.richmond.
edu/about/friends, for your perusal.  

 Our speaker for the annual meeting will be former Friends president, 

alumnus, and author, Earle Dunford. Earle has recently co-authored a new 

book entitled Under the Clock : The Story of Miller & Rhoads. His topic 

for this evening will be “Second Thoughts on Writing a Book.” The meeting 

will include coffee, tea, and dessert.

This year’s Edward C. and Mary S. Peple Lecture featured political 

analyst Dr. Larry Sabato. Dr. Sabato was enlightening, entertaining, and 

most generous with his time. Not only did he graciously answer questions 

from the audience but also stayed to sign books afterward. Full details of 

the lecture are related in the newsletter.

As stated in the bylaws, the purpose of the FOBL is “To encourage 

understanding and appreciation of the Boatwright Memorial Library 

and its importance to the University, students, faculty, alumni, and the 

community” and to be of service to the Friends “…as a medium through 

which they may share their enjoyment of the library resources at lectures, 

receptions, exhibits, trips, and other special events.” In order to continue 

in this capacity, your continued support is essential. It is through your 

membership dues that FOBL can continue to serve you and the library.  

FOBL needs your assistance to help increase membership. Remember this 

simple phrase, Be a Friend and ask a friend to be a Friend. 

Friends of Boatwright Memorial Library
Executive Council
President ................................................................ Linda Ventura

Vice President ......................................................... Andre Nielsen

Past President ......................................................... Virginia M. Carlson

Secretary/Treasurer ................................................ James Rettig

University Advancement Office Representative......... Kate Burruss

Newsletter Editor .................................................... Sydney Smith

Members:
Term Expires 2010 Term Expires 2011 Term Expires 2012

Dr. John L. Gordon, Jr. Dr. Ernest Bolt, Jr. Ryan Gabriel

Patricia Thiel Sheena Mackenzie Elizabeth Dunkum

Mike C. Gray Sally Syrquin Patricia Wollenberg 

 Marjorie Rozum W.D. Taylor

 Susan Simkins     

 Fletcher Stiers

 Beverly Walters

Membership Report:
At present, we have a total of 117 members in good standing, including 

complimentary memberships. 

About the Friends:
The Friends of Boatwright Memorial Library was founded in 1971 by 
alumni, faculty, staff, and supporters of the University of Richmond. The 
Friends acknowledge the central importance of the Library to the 
intellectual and cultural life of the University of Richmond and strive to 
increase public awareness of the wide array of resources and services 
available through the Library, to expand success to these programs, and to 
encourage generous giving in support of our excellent Library. Gifts to the 
Library help us to support one of the finest undergraduate libraries in the 
nation and a major resource for the state.

We welcome donations to the Library in the form of cash or as 
bequests and other testamentary plans.

If you have any questions or need additional information about the 
Friends of the Boatwright Memorial Library, please contact us at:

Friends of the Boatwright Memorial Library
University of Richmond, VA 23173
(804) 289-8454

F r o m  t h e
PODIUM

Friends: Your vote is needed at the annual meeting regarding 

proposed changes to our by-laws. Please visit this website to 

read the revisions:  http://library.richmond.edu/about/friends/

index.html. If you have trouble obtaining the document, 

please call Leigh Ann Martin at 289-8454 to request a paper 

copy no later than April 22. Thank you!
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The series has always focused primarily on the University 

community. Faculty members are encouraged to include the films in their 

curriculum. But the series is also seen as an opportunity to reach out 

to the greater Richmond community and contribute to the University’s 

establishment as an intellectual and cultural outlet for people living 

in and around Richmond. While occasionally a movie house in the 

city will show an international film, there is no venue in Richmond 

dedicated solely to international cinema, which makes the availability of 

international films in the region very limited. Many of the films have their 

premiere Richmond showing at the University of Richmond … sometimes 

their only showing! 

The unique offering of films coupled with free admission, and the 

opportunity for academic discourse has made the series a staple in 

the Richmond community. Since its inception, the series has attracted 

thousands of community members, many of whom point to the series 

as their introduction to the University and to the cultures of the world.  

The International Film Series stands as yet another unique offering from 

Boatwright Memorial Library and the University of Richmond. 

This year, hundreds of members of the University and surrounding 

community visited a village in Uruguay, the Palestinian city of Ramallah, 

and Shanghai (to name just a few destinations) and time-traveled 

throughout the past 70 years … all from the comfort of Jepson Hall. 

The International Film Series has been transporting people from the 

Richmond campus to the far corners of the world for more than 20 years.

The series began as a conversation in the late 1980s between Paul 

Porterfield, Head of Boatwright Library’s Media Resource Center, Uliana 

Gabara, Dean of International Education, and Bert Cardullo, former 

professor of English. The three wanted to bring international cultures 

to campus through film in a way that would be both transformative and 

accessible. It was important to them that the series be more than an 

esoteric study of cinematography for film buffs, but also a window to 

worlds and cultures far beyond Richmond. The series is meant to provide 

opportunities to visit places many people have never been and to think 

about things never thought of before. Additionally, viewers would also see 

the universality of issues and problems that affect people in many countries.

These are among the factors that Dr. Gabara and Mr. Porterfield 

consider as they plan each semester-long series. They work together 

to select approximately ten contemporary films to form an eclectic 

representation of cultures, genres, and modes. The series features films 

from well-known directors and first-time directors alike. Some of the 

titles are familiar to the audience and some are obscure, independent 

films. The series includes both light-hearted comedies and serious 

dramas that may be a bit more challenging. Each film is shown three 

times during a weekend.  In recent years, the series has also included a 

special African film program offered one weekend during fall semester 

and a series of Chinese films offered during second semester’s ChinaFest.

Mr. Porterfield, who over the years has become the “face” of the film 

series, introduces the films almost every week and occasionally invites 

people to stay afterwards to discuss those that are especially provocative. 

This can often lead to good conversations about what a director intended in 

making the film and how the issues presented were received by the audience.

Twenty Plus Years of International Film

Paul Porterfield addresses the audience before a showing  
in the International Film Series, held in Jepson 118.

Films shown during the Spring 2010 University of Richmond International Film Series included (l-r):
Troubled Water (Sweeden/Norway), Ip Man (Hong Kong), and A Woman in Berlin (Poland/Germany)
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A Tour of the Virginia Baptist Historical Society
“If you want to know anything, you call a librarian,” Dr. Fred Anderson 

said as he quoted a woman who found him while sorting out a genealogical 

mystery that related to a donor to the Virginia Baptist Historical Society.  

Anderson is the Director of the VBHS located adjacent to Boatwright 

Memorial Library, and he is a walking library himself.  After more than 30 

years in his position, the breadth of his knowledge about the University of 

Richmond and Baptist history is unsurpassed.  A tour through the VBHS 

will leave one in awe, as it holds a surprising amount of collections.

There are three entities under Anderson’s umbrella: the Center for 

Baptist Heritage Studies, which was established ten years ago for 

educational purposes; the University Archives, which now includes 700 

boxes of documents about UR’s history; and the Virginia Baptist Historical 

Society.  Built as a memorial to Baptists who helped with the struggles for 

religious freedom, the VBHS building was a gift from the Baptist Women of 

Virginia in 1955.  Anderson says that the VBHS is fortunate to have several 

great friends: the Baptist General Association of Virginia, the Womens 

Missionary Union of Virginia, and the University of Richmond.

The building’s first room features a thorough display of the history of the 

University.  A photo of the old mansion at Grace and Lombardy Streets, 

which housed the University prior to its move to the present-day campus, 

tells many stories.  There are also log books with lists of donations that 

were given to help fund the new campus.  The lobby area also offers an 

impressive photo display of religious leaders from many countries who 

have visited VBHS in recent years. Anderson said there is considerable 

international interest in Baptist history, and that leaders from China, Italy, 

Burma, and Jamaica have all made recent trips to Richmond for that 

purpose.

One of Anderson’s responsibilities is the transcription and publishing of 

old journals and manuscripts.  He said he often assigns these projects to 

his student interns, one of whom was Joel Fiegenbaum.  Fiegenbaum 

transcribed, researched and published the 1811 journal of the Rev. Wm. 

Young Hiter and his wife, Jane Goodwin Hiter.  Anderson said this project 

was fascinating because they had believed the journal belonged just to the 

Reverend, but in reality, it was that of the couple.  He added that the VBHS 

receives about 100 major acquisitions per year, with one acquisition often 

including hundreds of items.

Under the Center for Heritage Studies, Anderson works with the Heritage 

Fellows, an application-based program that includes students from all 

colleges and universities in Virginia.  The students are appointed for one 

year to receive intensive training in Baptist history.  They are given 

assignments to “draw on history that is relevant today” and receive a cash 

stipend for their work.  The group’s current topic is the study of peace 

bearers, those who want peace in churches and communities.  Their work 

will become a published project which will be sold through the VBHS retail 

store.

Once further inside the building, there is a gallery consisting of 36 

scenes, which Anderson described as “a visual to teach Baptist heritage.”  

The paintings were created by Sidney King, an artist who specializes in 

historical illustration, and it took him five years to complete.  Near the 

paintings are several display cases with memorabilia and objects that tell 

their own unique stories.  Anderson pointed out a handmade pillow made 

by the head of the Virginia Womens Mission Union, and said that she made 

pillows for each woman who met her fundraising goal.  Other cases include 

a restored flute from Charles Ryland given to the VBHS by Ryland’s 

great-nephew, a medal given by Queen Elizabeth II to a Westhampton 

alumna who became a missionary, and photographs of a couple who were 

influential Baptist missionaries in China.

The current exhibit within the main gallery of the Historical Society 

centers on Dr. W.H. Whitsitt, who taught philosophy at the University in the 

1890-1900s.  He had come to Richmond for refuge after resigning as the 

Head of the Kentucky Baptists amid controversy.  After researching the 

history of the Baptists in England, Whitsitt published a book and declared 

that the Baptists could not be traced earlier than the 1600s despite the 

common belief that the religion’s history went back to John the Baptist.  

Whitsitt lost his job as a result of the drama and kept private diaries of his 

struggles.  He told his family that he wanted the 16 volumes sealed for 100 

years. His granddaughter, who worked at Boatwright Memorial Library, 

wanted to preserve the diaries but also fulfill his wishes, so she turned them 

over to Anderson, who kept them sealed for the following 25 years.  James 

H. Slatton, a retired pastor of River Road Baptist Church, spent five years 

researching these diaries, and published a biography of Whitsitt in 2009.

In its retail store area located near the front door, the VBHS sells items 

ranging from books and magazines for children to DVDs from recent 

Fred Anderson, director of the Virginia Baptist Historical Society 
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seminars.  They also sell two humanitarian compilations which were put 

together solely to raise money and awareness for relevant charities.  One of 

the compilations is an anthology on Liberia because of the country’s long 

connection with Baptist history. All of the money received from the 

purchase of that book has been sent to Liberia for a cattle project.

Anderson said that the Public Broadcasting Station (PBS) is working on 

a documentary about the Baptist contribution to religious liberty, and that 

reporters recently visited him to learn more.  He said he believes the 

documentary will air in late 2010.

The VBHS is housed in the equivalent of four floors, the majority of 

which is closed to the public.  Anderson said they have the “largest 

collection of congregational records of any religious archives” with which 

he’s familiar. He said they have approximately 3,500 record books from 

individual churches throughout the country, as well as the Religious 

Herald dating back to 1828.  Additionally in the upstairs area, the 

University Archives are housed.  Anderson said he is currently working on 

an exhibit of Westhampton history for the opening of the Deanery in April.

When he is not representing the University or the VBHS, Anderson 

explores another area of Baptist history: he assumes the persona of Dr. 

William Hatcher, the pastor of Grace Street Baptist Church in the early 

1900s.  Anderson said he has portrayed Hatcher 385 times throughout the 

country, and often answers to the name of his alter ego. He likes character 

portrayal because “it makes history come alive.”  Any visit with Fred 

Anderson will do just that.

The Virginia Baptist Historical is open to the public Monday through 

Friday from 9:00 AM to noon and from 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM.

Friends of the Library Annual Meeting
Tuesday, April 27   •  7:00 p.m.   •  Keller Hall Reception Room 

Guest Speaker: Earle Dunford, former Friends president and 
       author of Under the Clock: 
       The Story of Miller & Rhoads

Topic: Second Thoughts on Writing a Book

Your vote is needed at the annual meeting regarding proposed changes to our by-laws. 
Please visit this website to read the revisions:  http://library.richmond.edu/about/friends/
index.html. If you have trouble obtaining the document, please call Leigh Ann Martin at 
289-8454 to request a paper copy no later than April 22. Thank you!
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Sabato Delights Peple Audience (cont.)
said that Obama was so determined “not to be Bill Clinton,” that he made 
some fundamental mistakes. 

He spoke about the nature of the two political parties as recently as 20 
years ago, saying that there was then more crossover and likelihood for 
bipartisan support.  Now, however, there is “vicious polarization because the 
parties are no longer diversified.  The Republicans are comprehensively 
conservative and the Democrats are comprehensively liberal with nothing in 
common.”

With the recent statewide elections in Virginia, New Jersey and 
Massachusetts, Sabato said that 2010 is clearly going to be a Republican year.  
The only question, he said, is whether they will do “well, very well, or 
extremely well.”  He predicted that Republicans will pick up a minimum of 
five seats in the Senate and as many as eight.  Interestingly, he joked that the 
“Holy Trinity” of corruption includes the states of Illinois, Louisiana and New 
Jersey.

Sabato gave his thoughts on long-term trends in American politics, 
making predictions for the year 2050 based upon demographics.  He said that 
the Republicans are going to have their work “cut out for them” because so 
many groups that currently trend Democratic will be increasing in number.  
Collectively, racial minorities are expected to reach the 50% mark by 2050, 
and they vote for Democrats 75% of the time.  He also said that women and 
the graduate-educated population vote Democrat more often than Republican, 
and that young people often “attach” themselves to a candidate and make a 
big difference in an election.

In the Question-and-Answer session at the end of the program, he was 
asked about the aging population, money in politics, Ted Kennedy, Evan Bayh, 
Ron Paul and healthcare, among other topics.  One of the questions was 
“What is the chance of a successful third party?” to which Sabato responded 
that it is extremely difficult because of ballot access laws. He added, “If Ross 
Perot had been sane, he would have been president” and “Someday, we may 
get a centrist who’s sane who could win.”  Following the lecture, Sabato held a 
book-signing; several of his books were available for purchase. 

To get the latest news about 

the Friends of Boatwright 

Memorial Library, check the 

Web page at http://library.

richmond.edu/about/friends/

index.html.

Patricia Thiel, Larry Sabato, Dan Palazzolo, and Jim Rettig at the 2010 
Peple Lecture.


